A study of 283 isolates of gram-negative bacilli revealed a good correlation (r = -0.74) between disk diffusion zones of inhibition and agar dilution minimal inhibitory concentrations. Regression analysis suggested that strains with zone sizes 11 mm should be considered resistant, but 34 of 45 strains resistant by minimal inhibitory concentration (including 27 strains ofPseudomonas aeruginosa) would have been called susceptible using this break point.
A study of 283 isolates of gram-negative bacilli revealed a good correlation (r = -0.74) between disk diffusion zones of inhibition and agar dilution minimal inhibitory concentrations. Regression analysis suggested that strains with zone sizes 11 mm should be considered resistant, but 34 of 45 strains resistant by minimal inhibitory concentration (including 27 strains ofPseudomonas aeruginosa) would have been called susceptible using this break point.
Netilmicin (Sch 20569), the 1-N-ethyl derivative of sisomycin, is a new aminoglycoside with a pharmacokinetic profile similar to that of gentamicin (8) . Netilmicin has been reported to have considerable activity against gram-negative clinical isolates (2, 3, 5, 6, (8) (9) (10) and to be effective against some gentamicin-resistant strains (3, (7) (8) (9) . This in vitro study evaluates the correlation between netilmicin agar dilution minimal inhibitory concentrations (MICs) and disk diffusion zone diameters.
Two hundred eighty-three clinical isolates of gram-negative bacilli were studied: 69 strains of Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 6 4 ,ug/ml (zones, 11 to 25 mm) and 8 ,ug/ ml (zones, 10 to 23 mm). The problem is compounded by the fact that the MICs for our strains of P. aeruginosa have a unimodal rather than bimodal distribution, with most strains having MICs of 4 to 8 ,ug/ml (Fig. 2) . Thus, given the usual one-dilution error in the reproducibility of agar dilution testing, it may be difficult to categorize most strains of P. aeruginosa as clearly susceptible or resistant to netilmicin by either the agar dilution or disk diffusion method.
Few of our strains demonstrated high-level resistance to netilmicin, and it is possible that the break point for disk diffusion testing of gram-negative bacilli can be refined by including a greater number of resistant strains in the 
